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Why do socioeconomic scenarios maIer? 

• Vulnerability to climate impacts depends on both 
climate exposure and underlying socioeconomics. 
• There are many sophisFcated and rigorous climate 
exposure scenarios, while there are few and less 
rigorous socioeconomic scenarios 
• IPCC SRES socioeconomic scenarios cover a small 
range, are determinisFc, have low spaFal and 
temporal variaFon, and only look at income. 

How can we improve socioeconomic 
scenarios? 

• CIESIN scenarios can be run thousands of Fmes, 
and while they are based in history, they also allow 
for variaFon. 
• CIESIN scenarios look at income, type of 
government, and major internal conflict. 

Comparison between IPCC SRES and CIESIN 
scenarios for Ecuador and HaiF 2008‐2100 

Socioeconomic scenarios as part of the analysis of climate impacts 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